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Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no
trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it
1S a safeguard for you.

Philippians 3:1



Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of
the flesh.

Philippians 3:2



For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God
by His Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no
confidence in the flesh —

Philippians 3:3



though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If someone else
thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more:

Philippians 3:4



circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the
Law, a Pharisee;

Philippians 3:5



as for zeal, persecuting the Church; as for righteousness
based on the Law, faultless.

Philippians 3:6



But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the
sake of Christ.

Philippians 3:7



What 1s more, I consider everything a loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage,

that I may gain Christ

Philippians 3:8




and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the Law, but that which s through faith in Christ —
the righteousness that comes from God on the basts of faith.

Philippians 3:9



I want to know Christ — yes, to know the power of His

resurrection and participation in His sufferings, becoming
litke Him in His death,

Philippians 3:10



and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.

Philippians 3:11




¥» Followers of Jesus learn what _ e
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the people of God. (3:1-3) .- °




A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is
circumcision merely outward and physicall.

Romans 2:28




No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is
ctrcumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code.
Such a person’s praise is not from other people, but from God.

Romans 2:29



Some put their trust in their ethnic background or being
raised in a Christian home. Others put their confidence in
their perceived obedience to God’s commands, thinking
that they are good enough to be right with Him...

Matthew Harmon




Still others trust in their water baptism or taking
communion for their standing before God.

Matthew Harmon




Followers of Jesus realize
the emptiness of their own
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human resume. (3:4-7) i




To show the futility of putting confidence in the flesh, Paul
beats them at their own game by showing that on their
terms his spiritual resumé far surpasses anyone else’s.

Matthew Harmon







Paul examines his own life. He becomes an auditor
who opens the books to see what wealth he has, and he
discovers that he is bankrupt!

Warren Wiersbe




Because of Christ, Paul has added up all of his assets and
considered them to be one huge liability.

Walter Hansen




the fulfillment of knowing
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Christ intimately. (3:8-11) G
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What Paul renounced was not the wickedness of the flesh
but all the goodness of his flesh.

Walter Hansen




All of us have become like one who 1s unclean, and all our
righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf,
and like the wind our sins sweep us away.

Isaiah 64:6




Paul had to give up his religion to receive righteousness.

Warren Wiersbe




He is no fool to give what he cannot keep to gain what he
cannot lose.

Jim Elliot




This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise boast of their
wisdom or the strong boast of their strength or the rich boast
of their riches,”

Jeremiah 9:23




“but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have
the understanding to know Me, that I am the Lord, who
exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in
these I delight,” declares the Lord.

Jeremiah 9:24




Then He called the crowd to Him along with His disciples
and said: “Whoever wants to be My disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow Me.”

Mark 8:34




“For whoever wants to save their life will lose 1t, but whoever
loses their life for Me and for the Gospel will save 1t.”

Mark 8:35




Paul has no doubt that God will be faithful to His promise
to raise His people from the dead; what He expresses is a
measure of uncertainty about his own participation...

Matthew Harmon




We must not forget that Paul left open the possibility that
after preaching to others he himself might be disqualified
(1 Corinthians 9:24-27).

Matthew Harmon




Jesus is not meant to be our insurance policy; He’s our
entire investment.



Knowing Jesus is life’s
supreme treasure.




