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Submit to one another out of 
reverence for Christ.
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 2 1



Wives, submit yourselves to your 
own husbands as you do to the Lord.
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 2 2



For the husband is the head of the 
wife as Christ is the head of the 
Church, His Body, of which He is 
the Savior.
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 2 3



Now as the Church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit 
to their husbands in everything.
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 2 4



Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ loved the Church and gave 
himself up for her
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 2 5



to make her holy, cleansing her by 
the washing with water through 
the Word,
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 2 6



and to present her to himself as a 
radiant Church, without stain or 
wrinkle or any other blemish, but 
holy and blameless.
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 2 7



In this same way, husbands ought 
to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves 
himself.
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 2 8



After all, no one ever hated their 
own body, but they feed and care 
for their body, just as Christ does 
the Church —
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 2 9



for we are members of His Body.
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 3 0



“For this reason a man will leave 
his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh.”
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 3 1



This is a profound mystery — but 
I am talking about Christ and the 
Church.
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 3 2



However, each one of you also 
must love his wife as he loves 
himself, and the wife must respect 
her husband.
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 3 3





Our lives and our 
marriages portray a 

largerlarger spiritualspiritual picture.



“Marriage is not a vehicle for self-
actualization. If we see it as such, we 
will be disillusioned and disappointed. 
Marriage is an embedded picture 
of the Gospel, a Gospel tract.”
R U S S E L L  M O O R E



“Marriage exists to exalt Jesus  
and make a relationship with  
Him irresistible.”
M A R Y  K A S S I A N



You can’t view your spouse  
as a lifeguard if you don’t  
have Jesus to grab on to.
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“Those in authority have different roles 
with greater responsibility, but they are 
not better roles. The value, dignity, or 
worth of the members of the Christian 
household in a subordinate position is 
no less than that of those in authority.”
P E T E R  T.  O ’ B R I E N



There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 
neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male and female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus.
G A L A T I A N S  3 : 2 8





A wife portrays the 
Gospel through her 
willingwilling submissionsubmission 

to her husband.



Wives, submit yourselves to your 
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
C O L O S S I A N S  3 : 1 8



Wives, in the same way submit 
yourselves to your own husbands so 
that, if any of them do not believe the 
Word, they may be won over without 
words by the behavior of their wives…
1  P E T E R  3 : 1



“Now the very notion of submission 
to authority is out of fashion 
today. It is totally at variance 
with contemporary attitudes of 
permissiveness and freedom.”
J O H N  S T O T T



“Almost nothing is calculated to 
arouse more angry protest than 
talk of ‘subjection.’ Ours is an 
age of liberation, and anything 
savouring of oppression is deeply 
resented and strongly resisted.”
J O H N  S T O T T



“We have to try to disinfect 
[submission] of this and to penetrate 
into its essential biblical meaning.”
J O H N  S T O T T



“Jesus’ willing acceptance of this role 
was wholly voluntary, a gift to His 
Father. I discovered here that my 
submission in marriage was a gift I 
offered, not a duty coerced from me.”
K A T H Y  K E L L E R



“ ‘Headship’ in Scripture is not 
defined in terms of Pharaoh-
like rule but Christ-like sacrifice. 
Headship does not refer to power 
but to responsibility.”
R U S S E L L  M O O R E



“I will never be one to dismiss or make light 
of the horrible record of abuse suffered by 
women at the hands of men who wielded 
twisted and unbiblical definitions of 

‘headship’ and ‘submission’ as their primary 
weapon. The Church should not overlook or 
minimize one iota of that suffering.”
K A T H Y  K E L L E R



“But I would beg that we not throw the baby 
out along with the dirty bathwater. Bail 
bathwater, by all means available, but save 
the baby, which in this case is the rightful 
acceptance of gender roles as Jesus has 
both defined and embodied them.”
K A T H Y  K E L L E R
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“If a marriage relationship is to follow 
biblical principles, the world will see a 
radical picture of Christ and the Church. 
Our marriages are megaphones for the 
Gospel. When the unbelieving world sees 
a glimpse of our marriages, what do they 
think of God?” 
L A U R E N  S P E A K S



“I see so many women tearing their 
husbands apart (even subtly) to other 
women. I think women need to see this 
as not only a sin of disrespect, but of 
taking God’s name in vain.”
L A U R E N  S P E A K S





A husband portrays 
the Gospel through 
his sacrificialsacrificial lovelove 

for his wife.
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Husbands, love your wives and do 
not be harsh with them.
C O L O S S I A N S  3 : 1 9 



Husbands, in the same way be 
considerate as you live with your 
wives, and treat them with respect as 
the weaker partner and as heirs with 
you of the gracious gift of life, so that 
nothing will hinder your prayers.
1  P E T E R  3 : 7



“A husband’s leadership is about a 
special accountability for sabotaging 
his own wants and appetites with a 
forward-looking plan for the best 
interest of his wife and children.”
R U S S E L L  M O O R E



“Headship is…about constantly 
evaluating how to step up first to 
lay one’s life down for one’s family.”
R U S S E L L  M O O R E



“Whenever the husband’s headship 
mirrors the headship of Christ, 
then the wife’s submission to the 
protection and provision of his 
love, far from detracting from her 
womanhood, will positively enrich it.”
J O H N  S T O T T



“The tender, serving authority of a 
husband’s headship and the strong, 
gracious gift of a wife’s submission 
restore us to who we were meant 
to be at creation.”
K A T H Y  K E L L E R





God designed marriage 
to function with 

complementarycomplementary roles for 
the maturitymaturity of the couple 
as they display His Gospel.







Our lives and our marriages  
portray a larger spiritual picture.



A wife portrays the Gospel through  
her willing submission to her husband.



A husband portrays the Gospel through  
his sacrificial love for his wife.


