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Even if I caused you sorrow by my 
letter, I do not regret it. Though I did 
regret it — I see that my letter hurt 
you, but only for a little while —
2  C O R I N T H I A N S  7 : 8
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yet now I am happy, not because you 
were made sorry, but because your 
sorrow led you to repentance. For you 
became sorrowful as God intended and 
so were not harmed in any way by us.
2  C O R I N T H I A N S  7 : 9
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Godly sorrow brings repentance that 
leads to salvation and leaves no regret, 
but worldly sorrow brings death.
2  C O R I N T H I A N S  7 : 1 0
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See what this godly sorrow has produced 
in you: what earnestness, what eagerness 
to clear yourselves, what indignation, 
what alarm, what longing, what concern, 
what readiness to see justice done. At 
every point you have proved yourselves 
to be innocent in this matter.
2  C O R I N T H I A N S  7 : 1 1
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So even though I wrote to you, it was 
not on account of the one who did 
the wrong or of the injured party, but 
rather that before God you could see for 
yourselves how devoted to us you are.
2  C O R I N T H I A N S  7 : 1 2
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By all this we are encouraged.
2  C O R I N T H I A N S  7 : 1 3 A
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Paul’s Painful Gift: 
Godly Correction that 

Involved Risk (7:8)
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Our fathers disciplined us for a little 
while as they thought best; but God 
disciplines us for our good, that we 
may share in His holiness.
H E B R E W S  1 2 : 1 0 

Paul’s Painful Gift: Godly Correction that Involved Risk
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My dear brothers, take note of this: 
Everyone should be quick to listen, slow 
to speak, and slow to become angry, for 
man’s anger does not bring about the 
righteous life that God desires.
J A M E S  1 : 1 9 , 2 0

Paul’s Painful Gift: Godly Correction that Involved Risk



T r a n s p a r e n tT r a n s p a r e n t

Paul’s Painful Gift: Godly Correction that Involved Risk



T r a n s p a r e n tT r a n s p a r e n t

Godly Correction



T r a n s p a r e n tT r a n s p a r e n t

Godly Correction
Out of Selfless, 
Sacrificial Love



T r a n s p a r e n tT r a n s p a r e n t

Godly Correction
Out of Selfless, 
Sacrificial Love

For the Good  
of the Other



T r a n s p a r e n tT r a n s p a r e n t

Godly Correction
Out of Selfless, 
Sacrificial Love

For the Good  
of the Other
From a Spirit  
of Humility



T r a n s p a r e n tT r a n s p a r e n t

Godly Correction
Out of Selfless, 
Sacrificial Love

For the Good  
of the Other
From a Spirit  
of Humility

To Produce Holiness



T r a n s p a r e n tT r a n s p a r e n t

Godly Correction
Out of Selfless, 
Sacrificial Love

For the Good  
of the Other
From a Spirit  
of Humility

To Produce Holiness

Worldly Correction



T r a n s p a r e n tT r a n s p a r e n t

Godly Correction
Out of Selfless, 
Sacrificial Love

For the Good  
of the Other
From a Spirit  
of Humility

To Produce Holiness

Worldly Correction
Out of Pain, Revenge,  
or Personal Ambition



T r a n s p a r e n tT r a n s p a r e n t

Godly Correction
Out of Selfless, 
Sacrificial Love

For the Good  
of the Other
From a Spirit  
of Humility

To Produce Holiness

Worldly Correction
Out of Pain, Revenge,  
or Personal Ambition

With No Regard for  
the Other, to Injure



T r a n s p a r e n tT r a n s p a r e n t

Godly Correction
Out of Selfless, 
Sacrificial Love

For the Good  
of the Other
From a Spirit  
of Humility

To Produce Holiness

Worldly Correction
Out of Pain, Revenge,  
or Personal Ambition

With No Regard for  
the Other, to Injure

To Prove Oneself Right



T r a n s p a r e n tT r a n s p a r e n t

Godly Correction
Out of Selfless, 
Sacrificial Love

For the Good  
of the Other
From a Spirit  
of Humility

To Produce Holiness

Worldly Correction
Out of Pain, Revenge,  
or Personal Ambition

With No Regard for  
the Other, to Injure

To Prove Oneself Right
For Selfish Gain, to 

Elevate One’s Status
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The Corinthians’ Model 
Response: Godly 

Sorrow that Produced 
Spiritual Fruit (7:9–11)
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No discipline seems pleasant at 
the time, but painful. Later on, 
however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those 
who have been trained by it.
H E B R E W S  1 2 : 1 1 
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Outcomes of 
Godly Sorrow

Brings Repentance 
Leads to Salvation
Leaves No Regret

Outcomes of 
Worldly Sorrow

Brings Death
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The Corinthians’ Model Response:  
Godly Sorrow that Produced Spiritual Fruit
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Godly Sorrow
Deep Anguish of Soul Over Sin 

Acknowledge Failure,  
Take Full Responsibility

Repent Before God & Others
Heart Change &  

Zeal to Make Right
Joy in Restoration  
& Righteousness
Freedom & Life

Worldly Sorrow
Only Sorry for  
Being Caught
Blame Others

Full of Resentment, 
Bitterness, & Anger
Maintain Innocence  

& Persist in Behavior
Shame, Guilt, & Isolation

Bondage & Death
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Their Shared Blessing: 
Strengthened 

Relationships that 
Fueled Encouragement 

& Joy (7:12,13a)
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I have no greater joy than to hear that 
my children are walking in the truth.
3  J O H N  4 

Their Shared Blessing: Strengthened  
Relationships that Fueled Encouragement & Joy
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The Corinthians’ Model Response:  
Godly Sorrow that Produced Spiritual Fruit



T r a n s p a r e n tT r a n s p a r e n t

Followers of Jesus 
demonstrate godly 

correction and godly sorrow 
in their relationships 

with each other, fostering 
harmony, growth, and joy!
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